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cow. If the pregnancy, however, is not advanced beyond the
sixth month, the foetus cannot be readily felt, as it lies low down
in the abdomen, or well forward in one of the horns of the
uterus, and to one side of the mesial plane (nearly always to
the right in the cow). Hence the hand musfe be carefully
moved to the right and left so far as the intestines will
permit. In some cases, where the abdomen is large and
pendulous, it is useful to place the animal higher in front
than behind, and have the belly raised by assistants on each
side by means of a sheet or sack, or their hands joined under-
neath, so as to throw the uterus upwards and backwards. The
foetus should be excited to move, if possible, so as to guarantee
its presence. This method is without danger to the animal
so long as it is carried out with reasonable care. The pre-
sumption of life in the foetus is made from the evidence of
foetal movements. During rectal exploration care should be
taken not to mistake the contents of the rumen or of the intes-
tines for a foetus, the form and movements of which are quite
characteristic.
Vaginal exploration may also be practised, but it is not
nearly so valuable, and it is not free from the danger of
inducing abortion. In cows, however, examination per
vaginam is often carried out without untoward results. The
presence of a plug of tough mucus completely filling the os
uteri is an important feature of pregnancy.
Auscultation has not been much employed in the diagnosis
of pregnancy in the lower animals, and has not proved of
such service as in the human subject. The sounds to be
heard consist of the short, regular, double pulsations of the
foetal heart, which are much more frequent than those of the
adult. In the larger animals, auscultation of the abdomen
for the purpose of discovering the existence of these sounds
is very often unsuccessful, because of the intestinal walb, the
rumblings and noises of the intestines, and those oi the
rumen in the cow, the large quantity of amniotic fluid, the
position of the foetus, the restlessness of the patient, which
entirely mask the bruits of the foetal heart. Lafosse, Holl-
mann, Saake, and others, have b6en able to hear the foetal
sounds in the cow from six months onwards, the beats varying
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